
Blackstone LaunchPad 

 

• Blackstone LaunchPad hosted Montana’s first InnovateHER Pitch Competition in November. The competition was open to 
startups focusing on products or businesses that benefited women and their families. Hestia In-Home Support took home first 
place and competed in the national finals. 

• Blackstone LaunchPad’s free, fall and spring semester-long program, Pursue Your Passions, supported women with 
mentorship from Montana’s best innovators and saw a 40 percent increase in women participation for the 27th annual John 
Ruffatto Business Startup Challenge.  

• December’s Fall Startup Pitch Competition offered $2,500 in total prize money to UM students and awarded Evin Oser of 
Montana Root Applications the first prize of $1,500, as well as an automatic entry in the John Ruffatto Business Startup 
Challenge.  

• During May’s John Ruffatto Business Startup Challenge, 16 student teams competed in three rounds of judging and 
presentations. Four finalists presented their business plans in the final round to a panel of 55 judges and an audience of more 
than 200. Zachary Falen of Bloom Content took first place, winning $15,000. Support from over 50 donors funded the more 
than $50,000 in total prize money.   

• Blackstone LaunchPad also offered another free spring program, LunchPad, which provided weekly workshops during lunch 
hour, such as a branding workshop presented by Partners Creative. 

 

Montana Enterprise Center (MonTEC) 
 

• MonTEC-housed company We Are Montana in the Classroom launched a two-day virtual conference series, STEMFest, in 
October, connecting high school students with industry representatives and academic experts in the fields of science, 
technology, engineering, and mathematics. During fall semester, We Are Montana in the Classroom engaged more than 
5,000 K–12 students with UM faculty members, graduate students, and professionals. 

• Data Smart Solutions was named one of the "Top 20 Most Promising Data Integration Solution Providers of 2015" by CIO 
Review Magazine in December for its work in reducing health care costs through predictive analytics. 

• Rivertop Renewables hit a new benchmark for commercial production in April: producing more than 9 million dry pounds of 
sodium glucarate. The company is starting to take orders from new customers in the water treatment industry—a major 
accomplishment for in its drive to bring environmentally friendly chemicals based on renewable, natural sources to market. 

• Montana Code School, a 12-week, intensive computer programming boot camp that began in Missoula in 2015, began its 
inaugural class in Bozeman in May.  

 

Montana World Trade Center (MWTC)  
 

• MWTC coordinated a business-centric agenda for the Israeli Consul General and his delegation in January, which included 
group discussions and more than half a dozen one-on-one meetings with Montana companies and served as important 
groundwork for a planned outbound trade mission to Israel.  

• MWTC provided a Regulated Export Training in June for nearly 20 attendees, providing training on export control, exceptions 
and exemptions, due diligence, and implementing an export control program. 

• MWTC staff attended June’s BIO International Convention—which attracts more than 15,000 biotech and pharma leaders for 
five days of intensive networking—and assisted in connecting Montana and Israeli firms in attendance. 

• MWTC is expanding its support of Montana businesses through a variety of initiatives, including a library of online export 
courses for convenient and on-demand training and plans for targeted support of Montana’s growing technology sector (cloud 
computing, photonics, bioscience) in the upcoming year.  

 

Procurement Technical Assistance Center (PTAC) 
 

• PTAC has been busy providing counseling to many types of companies across Western Montana. Its focus has been fire 
contracting, with the majority of clients representing the construction, aviation, logging, and trucking industries.  As a result, 
PTAC assisted 51 businesses in securing contracts for support of wildland fire suppression. Counseling included proposal 
review and technical assistance.  

• PTAC staff attended a national training conference in April to build expertise in federal contracting regulations and post award 
management.  

• The Missoula PTAC assisted 65 small businesses last quarter. Contract awards for PTAC clients during this period totaled 
$4,228,675. 

 

UM BIZ welcomes the Missoula Small Business Development Center as a program of the University of Montana directed 
by Jennifer Stephens. Learn more at sbdc.mt.gov/Missoula. More to come in the next newsletter! 
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The University of Montana serves Montana businesses from startups to established businesses seeking opportunities 
both within Montana and outside our borders. Blackstone Launchpad, Missoula Small Business Development Center 
(SBDC), Montana Technology Enterprise Center (MonTEC), Montana World Trade Center (MWTC), and 
the Procurement Technical Assistance Center (PTAC) are powerful partners for your business.  



Blackstone Launchpad 

Paul Gladen & Jennifer Stephens 

University Center | Suite 249 

Missoula, Montana 59812 

T: 406.243.5723 

umt.edu/launchpad 

launchpad@umontana.edu 

Entrepreneur support 
 

Missoula Small Business Development Center (SBDC) 
Jennifer Stephens 

Gallagher Business Bldg. | Suite 257 

Missoula, Montana 59812 

T: 406.243.4770  
sbdc.mt.gov/Missoula 

jennifer.stephens@mso.umt.edu  
Entrepreneur support 

Montana Enterprise Center (MonTEC) 
Joe Fanguy 

1121 E. Broadway 

Missoula, Montana 59802 

T: 406.544.0373 

montanaenterprisecenter.com 

management@montanaenterprisecenter.com 

High growth incubator  

Montana World Trade Center (MWTC) 
Brigitta Miranda-Freer 

Gallagher Business Bldg. | Suite 257 

Missoula, Montana 59812 

T: 406.243.6982 

mwtc.org 

info@mwtc.org  

International trade support 
 

Procurement Technical Assistance Center (PTAC) 
Patty Cox 

University of Montana | University Hall 116 

Missoula, Montana 59812 

T: 406.243.4030 

montanaptac.org 

patricia.cox@umontana.edu 

Government contracting support  


