
Montana’s long-standing expertise in fueling and feeding the world underpins our 
expertise in healing the world with pioneering research at our two state universities, 
agile bio startups and established pharma firms active in many different specialty 
areas such as neuroscience, TBI, Alzheimer’s, CRISPR gene editing research, 
alternatives to opioids, cancer vaccines and more.

Montana is at the forefront of the global COVID-19 response with a myriad of 
Montana firms working on testing and vaccine protocols.  Rocky Mountain Labs, one 
of a handful of Level IV bioscience facilities in the U.S., run by the NIH, currently has 
five teams focused on this response.  This facility was featured on National Public 
Radio and in the NY Times for its essential work in combating the current pandemic. 

McLaughlin Research Institute for Biomedical Sciences in Great Falls is a nationally 
recognized center for neurogenetic research on Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s and other 
degenerative nerve diseases.
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CASE STUDY: GSK
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In April 2019, GlaxoSmithKline 
announced a significant expansion 
of their long-standing Montana-
based manufacturing facility. “For 
more than a decade, our Hamilton 
facility has supported GSK’s 
adjuvant system development 
program,” said Jack Bailey, President, 
U.S. Pharmaceuticals, GSK. “By 
expanding the adjuvant system 
production capabilities in Hamilton, 
we will continue to deliver long-
term and sustainable supply for key 
vaccines, including SHINGRIX.”
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“Thanks to the bi-partisan support of Governor Steve Bullock and the 
congressional delegation - Sens. Jon Tester  and Steve Daines and Rep. Greg 
Gianforte - Montana is emerging as a hub for the biotechnology industry.  
GSK is grateful for their leadership and the opportunity they have given us to 
create new jobs and expand our footprint in the state.” 
-Jack Bailey, President, U.S. Pharmaceuticals, GSK

FACTS AT A GLANCE

DISCOVER WHAT MANY OTHERS 
ALREADY HAVE ABOUT MONTANA
• Top five state for shortest average 

commute time

• Top ranked in the nation for 
entrepreneurial activity

• One of the best business tax climates 
in the nation

• Highly trained, loyal workforce keeps 
recruitment costs low

• Consistently ranked one of the best 
states to live in

400+ bioscience entities 
statewide

Level IVHome to 1 of only 9  
Bioscience

2,782 employees in Montana’s 
Bioscience Industry 
entities statewide

University 
of Montana

is a Carnegie Research 
High Activity Institution 
with $95 million in 
research activity annually

Montana State 
University

is in the top 3 % 
of colleges and 
universities for research 
expenditures averaging 
$120 million +
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1 of 7Reciepient of                        multi-year, SBA 
National awards to enhance the bioscience 
ecosystem and workforce in Montana

$2.5 million NIH grant awarded 
to the UM Center for 
Translational Medicine 

to identify  and advance a COVID-19 vaccine 
candidate

 labs in the U.S.


